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The information for this briefing has been compiled from a variety of sources
including from the Farm Crisis Network, and the Defra & NFU websites.. This
briefing is designed to help you to be aware of the disease and how it is
affecting livestock farmers who may call FCN, so you are well placed to listen
and refer them for local support as appropriate. Further information and
updates can be found on the Defra website: http://www.defra.gov.uk/

'We have tried hard to ensure that the contents of this
leaflet are accurate but we cannot be responsible f  or any
errors or omissions. Please bear in mind that the d isease
is new to this country and the situation may change

rapidly.' May 13" 2008

prepared by the Rural Officers Team
May 2008
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Background:
By 10™ April 2008 127 cases of Bluetongue were identified in the

British Isles 2007 was the first year the disease 0 ccurred in the
UK. In contrast in Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, Luxembourg and
northern France combined some 40,000 holdings were affected. As
that was the second year of the occurrence in those countries it is
feared that we may see a similar explosion of the disease in the UK in
the summer of 2008.

Over this last winter vaccine has been developed and is now beginning
to be available. This may alleviate the spread of the disease.

This briefing is being offered by the Diocesan Rural Officers Team to
assist clergy in their pastoral work amongst those livestock keepers
who may be affected by Bluetongue. Someone needs to keep only one
animal to be affected.

Clergy are encouraged to keep themselves and thei r pastoral
teams aware of the risks in their local farming com munity

Definition:

Bluetongue is a disease of animals affecting all ruminants, including
sheep, cattle, deer, goats and camelids (e.g. llamas & alpacas). It does
not affect horses or pigs. Although sheep are most severely affected,
cattle are the main mammalian reservoir of the virus and are very
important in the epidemiology of the disease. It is characterised by
changes to the mucous linings of the mouth and nose and the coronary
band of the foot. The disease is caused by a virus spread by certain
types of biting midges. Bluetongue is present when it is confirmed by
laboratory tests that the Bluetongue virus (BTV) is circulating in an
area. Bluetongue does not affect humans.

History and spread of the disease:

Bluetongue was first described in South Africa but has since been
recognised in most countries in the tropics and sub-tropics. More
recently cases have been found well north and west of its normal
distribution. It appears that the virus has spread from both Turkey and
North Africa. Bluetongue has never previously been recorded in Great
Britain until the autumn of 2007.
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The Farming Help organisations are available to provide help and
support to those who are anxious or affected. Details of these are
available on the website - www.farminghelp.org,uk.

The Farm Crisis Network Helpline is available from 7am — 11pm
every day [“out of hours “answer phone] 0845 367 9990 Callers are put
in touch with local volunteers. Volunteers on this Helpline can also put
callers in touch with the other Farming Help organisations. FCN can
help keepers of small flocks as well as the large producers. There is a
joint Oxfordshire/Buckinghamshire FCN group coordinator by Hazel
Scarr and the work in Berkshire is coordinated by Anthony Matthew.
Glyn Evans is the half-time South East Co-ordinator of the Farm Crisis
Network and can be contacted for further information about the support
offered to the farming community through FCN by emailing:
<glyn.fcnse@googlemail.com>

PLEASE REMEMBER the farming community in your praye  rs
over the summer. The following prayer may be useful

Creator God, Hear our prayers for farmers and for all who are
deeply affected by outbreaks of animal disease and the restrictions
this brings to their work and lives. Bless all efforts to prevent the
spread of the diseases. To those who are stressed and anxious
bring comfort and hope; To those entrusted with decision-making
give wisdom and discernment; To your Church in its ministry to all,
grant a watchful eye, a loving heart and a prophetic voice in the
service of your Kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Diocesan Rural Officers Team:

Diocesan Rural Officer

The Revd Canon Glyn Evans, Stonewalls, Bonds End Lane, Sibford Gower,
Banbury OX15 5RT Tel: 01295 788021. Mob: 07870 405241. Email:
glynpe@tiscali.co.uk

Oxfordshire Archdeaconry Deanery Rural Officers

Deaneries of Chipping Norton, Witney and Woodstock: The Revd Anne
Hartley, The Old House, Upper Milton, Milton-under-Wychwood, Oxon OX7
6EX Tel: 01993 830160 Email: annethartley@hotmail.com

Deanery of Deddington: John Hirons, 18 Broad Close, Barford St Michael,
Banbury, Oxon OX15 ORW Tel: 01869 338568 Email: hirons@onetel.net
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vaccination (or lack of vaccination) may have on market prices and
animal movements.

Pastoral Implications:

It is hoped that local clergy and pastoral teams will keep alert to
incidences of disease in their locality and offer support and friendship to
livestock keepers and farmers affected. Bluetongue Virus is not the
only disease affecting farm livestock; many farms are struggling with
TB for example.

Many of the animal diseases faced by farmers are highly contagious
and careful attention to biosecurity is needed when your pastoral
ministry brings you into contact with farms and animals. The
Bluetongue disease however, cannot be passed on through human
contact and there is little risk to humans. It is advisable, however, that
you do not run the risk of being the cause of any infection in order to
ease the stress of those you are supporting. It is recommended that
where BTv is present you follow a few basic biosecurity procedures:-

You are advised not to visit the farm where a BTv outbreak has
occurred without making initial contact by telephone or email.

Ask the farmer what biosecurity procedures you are expected to
follow — e.g. there may be disinfectant mats for you to drive over at
the farm gate for example and you may be asked to wash your
boots in a disinfectant dip. ALWAYS carry out the procedures
asked of you by the farmer.

Avoid driving from farm to farm where BTv has occurred without
disinfecting the car and shoes between the visits if the farmer
requires that

AWAYS ensure you clean boots of mud before and after entering a
farm — some Ag. Chaplains keep a special set of boots for farm
visits to avoid cross-contamination. Washing thoroughly should
suffice however.

Try to clean your car of mud before and after visiting a farm where
biosecurity measures are required.

Specialist Support:

Specialist assistance is available to back up your support for the
local farmer. The Rural Officers’ Team is available to provide back up
for you and your local pastoral ministry. Contact details appear at the
end of this paper.
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Cause:

The virus is transmitted by a small number of species of biting midges.
Bluetongue virus cannot naturally be transmitted directly between
animals. Virus transmission between animals occurs via these midges.
However, the likelihood of mechanical transmission of the virus
between herds/flocks and within a herd/flock by unhygienic practices
(e.g. use of contaminated surgical equipment or hypodermic needles)
cannot be excluded. When a midge bites an infected animal, the virus
passes to the midge in the blood meal and the virus multiples in the
midge. The cycle of replication of the virus in the insect vector and in
the ruminant host, results in amplification of the amount of BTV
available to uninfected naive hosts and vectors. Peak populations of
the midge occur in May/June and again in September/October and
therefore this is the time when Bluetongue is most commonly seen.
Midges are most active at dusk and dawn

Confirmation of Bluetongue disease:

Animal keepers should remain vigilant for the clinical signs of the
disease in sheep and cattle, and as ever practice good biosecurity.
Bluetongue is a notifiable disease and must be reported to the nearest
Division Veterinary Manager at Animal Health. Under internationally
agreed guidelines (OIE) Bluetongue is unusual in that the disease is
only confirmed when there is evidence that the virus is circulating
between animals and vectors in an area.

Bluetongue disease control restrictions:

Restrictions are currently in place and the restriction zones are moving
frequently as new cases are identified. Certain livestock movements
are licenced but the movement types and conditions vary. Where
movements are permitted, all other existing disease control
requirements must be complied with. This includes statutory TB
requirements. There are currently two zones in England - a ‘Protection
Zone' in the areas around confirmed cases, and then a wider
‘Surveillance Zone’ which currently covers most of England. In addition
there is a restricted zone in part of Wales. The purpose of these Zones
is to control Bluetongue and facilitate exports.

Current Protection zone map as at May 12 ™ 2008

You will see from the map that a large part of England and parts of
Wales are in the surveillance zone where the risk of disease is high
compared to those outside that zone. The whole of our Diocese is now
in the Protection zone. The risk of disease in the Protection zone is the
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highest. This map is updated regularly on the Defra website:
www.defra.gov.uk/ Defra also has a Helpline for further information
08459 33 55 77

Vaccination:

Bluetongue vaccine is now being released for distribution to the
Protection Zones. The first batch of one million doses of the vaccine
was available in 20-dose bottles. A larger batch of up to two million
doses, produced in 50-dose bottles, is now available. The vaccine will
require one dose in sheep and two doses, given three weeks apart, in
cattle. Each bottle has to be used within 8 hours. The necessary
licences to allow vaccination to take place are being put in place. The
roll out plan for the vaccine allows for the first two batches of vaccine to
be made available to livestock keepers in the Protection Zones. As
soon as further batches are delivered, vaccine will be rolled out to the
rest of the counties in the second priority phase for vaccination, before
progressing more broadly across England county by county. The
Protection Zone will be extended at each stage to allow vaccination to
occur under the EU regulations.
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Possible effects of Bluetongue and the associated

movement restrictions:

Animals infected with the virus can suffer reduced productivity, reduced
fertility, stillbirths and even death. The second season is more
devastating than the first so we may expect to see more problems this
year. Movement restrictions have caused all sorts of problems for some
farmers, including financial losses, inability to sell animals, reduced
market prices, and lack of feed for animals unable to be moved.

- Allowable Movements — from within the Protection Zo ne
Animals can move anywhere within the Protection Zone
They can be moved to licensed slaughterhouses in bluetongue-
free areas in England, but not in Wales.
Any animal can be moved into the Protection Zone from outside
but they are then subject to the rules of the PZ.

Allowable movements — from within the Surveillance Zone
Animals may be moved anywhere within the English
Surveillance Zone (or the Welsh Bluetongue Restricted Zone)
Animals may be moved between the English Surveillance Zone
and the Welsh Restricted Zone, and vice versa.

Animals may be moved to licensed slaughterhouses in
bluetongue-free areas within England and Wales.

To aid movement of animals for farmers, markets and abattoirs that
may be close to the border between the Surveillance Zone and the
Bluetongue-free area (e.g. where the farmer owns land on both sides) it
is possible to apply to have land that is outside of the Surveillance Zone
designated to be brought within it, provided it is 8km or less from the
zone boundary.

Animals may also be moved from either the Protection Zone or
Surveillance Zone into a bluetongue-free area provided:
They have been protected from vector attack, or
They are naturally immune ruminants, or
It is during the vector-free period and they are subjected to pre-
movement testing, or
It is during the vector free period and they are being moved to
dedicated slaughter markets, or
They have been vaccinated.
Vaccination is new to everyone. It is unclear what the impact will be
on farmers. There will be a cost involved, and obviously significant
workload in administering vaccine. It is also unclear what effect
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