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Opening Service (1)
On Wednesday evening, an estimated 100,000 people took part in the opening
service on Poller Wiesen, a large open space on the east bank of the Rhine. The
leader of the German Protestant Church in the Rhineland, Prases Nikolaus
Schneider, preached and the Oberbirgermeister (Mayor) of Cologne and the Roman
Catholic Archbishop gave words of greeting. The music was led by Cologne's own a
capella pop group, "The Wise Guys". Unfortunately, one of their backing groups
couldn't spell!

Opening Service (2)
The crowd on Poller Wiesen stretched back from the stage to the Sudbriicke, which
carries the railway from Cologne across the Rhine to Porz and Troisdorf.



